Claims: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Original) In combination with a stairway, an elevator operable between a 
lower floor and an upper floor, said elevator comprising: 

an elevator mechanism having a base, a lift cylinder, a telescoping member, a lift frame 
secured to said telescoping member, a platform, and a power unit, said lift cylinder 
having a first end secured to said base and a second end secured to said telescoping 
member, said second end extendable between a retracted position and an extended 
position; 

said lift cylinder coupled to said power unit, 

said telescoping member slidably secured to said base and movable between a nested and 
extended position, 

a controller coupled to said power unit, said power unit responsive to control signals from said 
controller to selectively actuate said lift cylinder to move said second end of the lift 
cylinder between said retracted and extended positions, whereby to move said 
telescoping member between said nested and extended positions to raise and lower said 
platform, 

a movable stairway pivotable between a closed position and an open position, and 
a link arm having a first end coupled to said telescoping member and a second end coupled 
to said movable stairway, whereby said link arm pivots said movable stairway from said 
closed position when said telescoping member is in said nested position to said opened 



position when said telescoping member is in said extended position. 

2. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 1 wherein said lift cylinder 
is hydraulically actuated. 

3 . (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 1 wherein said lift cylinder is 

a jack screw. 

4. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 1 wherein said telescoping 
member extends to a plurality of upper floors. 

5. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 1 further comprising an 
enclosed car secured to said platform. 

6. (Original) In combination with a stairway, an elevator operable between a 
lower floor and an upper floor, said elevator comprising: 

a lift mechanism secured to said lower floor and extendable between a first position and a 

second position, 
a platform secured to said lift mechanism, 
a controller coupled to said lift mechanism, 

a stairway pivotable between a closed position and an open position, 

said lift mechanism responsive to control signals from said controller to selectively actuate 

said lift mechanism to move between said first and second position, and 
a pivot mechanism coupled to said stairway and responsive to movement of said lift 

mechanism between said first and second positions, whereby said pivot mechanism 



pivots said stairway from said closed position when said lift mechanism is in said first 
position to said open position when said lift mechanism is in said second position. 

7. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 6 wherein said lift mechanism 
includes a telescoping member slidably secured to said lift mechanism and movable between a 
nested position and an extended position. 

8. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 7 wherein said telescoping 
member is hydraulically actuated. 

9. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 7 wherein said telescoping 
member is electrically actuated. 

1 0. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 6 wherein said lift mechanism 
includes a hydraulically actuated jack screw. 

11. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 6 wherein said lift mechanism 
includes an electrically actuated jack screw. 

12. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 6 wherein said lift mechanism 
includes a scissor lift. 

13. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 6 wherein said pivot 
mechanism includes a link arm having a first end coupled to said lift mechanism and a second end 
coupled to said movable stairway whereby said link arm pivots said stairway from said closed 
position when said lift mechanism is in a first position to said open position when said lift 



4 



mechanism is in said second position. 

14. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 6 wherein said stairway 
includes a hinge secured to a support structure wherein said stairway pivots about said hinge. 

15. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 14 wherein said hinge is 
hydraulically actuated in response to control signals to pivot said stairway from said closed position 

r 

when said lift mechanism is in said first position to said open position when said lift mechanism is 
in said second position. 

16. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 14 wherein said stairway 
includes a pivot mechanism responsive to said control signals to pivot said stairway from said closed 
position to said open position when said lift mechanism moves from said first position to said second 
position. 

1 7. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 6 wherein said lift mechanism 
extends to a plurality of upper floors. 

18. (Original) The combination as claimed in claim 6 further comprising an 
enclosed car secured to said lift mechanism. 

19. (New) A stairway lift system operable between a lower floor and an upper 

floor comprising: 

a lift mechanism moveable between a first position and a second position; 
an elevator assembly secured to said lift mechanism; and 
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a stairway section shiftable between a closed position and an open position in 
response to movement of said lift mechanism between said first and second 
positions. 



20. (New) The system of claim 19, said system further comprising a controller 
coupled to said lift mechanism for controlling the movement of said lift mechanism between said 
first and second positions. 

21. (New) The system of claim 1 9, said elevator assembly comprising a platform. 

22 . (New) The system of claim 2 1 , further comprising a guard rail secured to said 

platform. 

23. (New) The system of claim 19, said elevator assembly comprising a car. 

24. (New) A stairway lift system operable between a lower floor and an upper 
floor of a building comprising: 

a lift mechanism moveable between a first position and a second position; 
an elevator assembly secured to said lift mechanism; and 
a stairway extending from said lower floor to said upper floor, a portion of said 
stairway being shiftable between a closed position and an open position in 
response to movement of said lift mechanism between said first and second 
positions, 
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said stairway portion overlaying said lift mechanism when said portion is in said 
closed position. 

25 . (New) The system of claim 24, said elevator assembly being located proximate 
said lower floor when said lift mechanism is in said first position and proximate said upper floor 
when said lift mechanism is in said second position. 

26. (New) The system of claim 24, said elevator assembly comprising a platform 
having a guard rail secured thereto. 

27. (New) The system of claim 24, said elevator assembly comprising a car. 

28. (New) The system of claim 24, said system further comprising a controller 
coupled to said lift mechanism for controlling the movement of said lift mechanism between said 
first and second positions. 
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